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The theme of our message today: “House churches in God’s eternal purpose”. We pray that
in application, it will happen at the local level.
Mark 6:32-44 “So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. But many who
saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of
them. When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they
were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. By this time it was
late in the day, so his disciples came to him. “This is a remote place,” they said, “and it’s
already very late. Send the people away so that they can go to the surrounding countryside and
villages and buy themselves something to eat.” But he answered, “You give them something to
eat.” They said to him, “That would take more than half a year’s wages! Are we to go and
spend that much on bread and give it to them to eat?” “How many loaves do you have?” he
asked. “Go and see.” When they found out, they said, “Five—and two fish.” Then Jesus
directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. So they sat down in
groups of hundreds and fifties. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven,
he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to distribute to the
people. He also divided the two fish among them all. They all ate and were satisfied, and the
disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. The number of the men
who had eaten was five thousand.”
At the convention, Brother Theodore spelled out our vision for phase 3, concretised and reduced
to numbers:
A million makers of disciples, in whose life the message that God gave to Brother Zach
in Bertoua is written;
A million house churches of 50 and 100 members each.
In the passage we have just read, the bible says in verse 39 “Then Jesus directed them to have
all the people sit down in groups on the green grass.” It was Jesus who provided leadership, it
was Jesus who gave instructions, it was Jesus who told them what to do. The instructions were
not given to the crowd. It was given to the 12. Verse 40 says “So they sat down in groups of
hundreds and fifties.” When Brother Theodore gave us the vision at Headquarters during the
convention, it was not the commitment or the zeal of a man who was a strategist. It was not the
vision of a man who planned well. We want to make it out clear: we are not fanatics; we are
not just a people who want to do things well. And the things we do, it is not because we plan
well. It is not because we are good strategists. We are a people committed to do the will of God.
We are a people committed to do what God has commanded, not based on what we think, but
based on God and based on the word of God.

Jesus had to deal with the crowd. There was a mega assembly in front of Him. How did He deal
with it? The bible says, He began to teach them many things. He taught the mega assembly. But
when the time came to feed them, the instructions were clear, His leadership was clear.
Distribute the mega church into groups of 100 and 50. So that we can feed them properly.

The house church in the purpose of God is the pastoral unit for the pastor
to have a proper feeding of the flock.

To feed them, God had decided, that it would be done in the homes. Therefore, we do not go to
house churches to implement mega church programs. Jesus decided that during the feeding,
they will be divided into groups so that individuals should have adequate attention. The Lord
Jesus gave personal attention to people when He was on earth. In smalls groups, you provide
proper care. You feed according to people’s needs and you have opportunity to watch over
every single one in the group. One of the problems that Jesus had to solve, was that He needed
to handle the big number, the mega assembly in front of Him, into units that were manageable.
House churches in the purposes of God give us the unique opportunity to handle large numbers
and yet remain small and humble.
Acts 2:40-47 “With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and
about three thousand were added to their number that day. They devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was
filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were
together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone
who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread
in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the
favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”
There are four major issues here:


The gospel



The apostles



The public meetings



The homes

Around the gospel, we call men to belong to Jesus. The members of the house churches are
people who belong to Christ. They are those who are born again, baptised into water. It is after
baptism that they become members. The bible teaches that the apostles taught the young
believers; they had fellowship with the young believers; they broke bread with the young
believers and of course prayed with them. Therefore, the young believers had fellowship around
the apostles. The apostles made themselves available for the young believers to have fellowship
with them. There were public meetings. During those meetings, the apostles taught. But the
bible says that in the homes, they broke bread, they ate together. We are going to look at that
later because we need to answer the question: Where did the apostles learned to break bread
in homes and to eat together in homes?
The apostles were producing a spiritual reality. They had to make Jesus real for the young
believers. The house church is the place where the leader/the pastor makes Jesus real. The
apostles were men of character. They had the life of Christ. When we come to the house church
and the leader of house church does not have character, does not have life, death will be
communicated. In the purposes of God, these were the rallying pillars when the church started
in Jerusalem. In the breaking of bread, there was fellowship with God. In eating together,
there was fellowship with one another. The bible says, because of the overflow of life in the
house churches, they found favour with all the people.
This is how God wants it done. House churches became a place where the life of Jesus became
real. People did not believe to the gospel because of what they heard. They believed because of
what they saw in the life of the apostles. And the Lord was adding every day. We must do
everything we can, to return to God and to the standards that God has established. If we study
the house churches mentioned in the bible, we realise that the house church bore the name of
the head of the house where that house church was planted:
o Aquila and Priscilla and the church in their house
o Philemon and the church in his house
o Lydia and the church in her house
o Nympha and the church in her house
In our last message, we said, that what the family represents to the community, is what the
house church represents in the purposes of God. The characteristics of a family determines how
the house church would be.

Genesis 12: 1-3 “Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy
kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will make of thee
a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:
And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed.”
This is God at work through Abraham. In the purpose of God through Abraham, with whom
God began the salvation by faith, the Lord told Abraham to do four things, from the passage
we have read:
1. Leave your country
2. Leave your people
3. Leave your father’s house
4. And go to the land I will show you.
A man who has not left cannot go. There must be “leaving” before we can go. If Abraham
obeyed these three things, God will give him seven things:
1. God will make him into a great nation
2. God will bless him
3. God will make his name great
4. Abraham will be a blessing
5. God will bless those who bless him
6. God will curse those who will curse him
7. Through Abraham, all families on earth shall be blessed.
I would like us to examine the first and the seventh blessing. God had decided to use one man
to produce a spiritual nation, a great nation. God decided to use one man through whom every
family on planet earth will be blessed. God decided to use Abraham to produce a model family.
All the families in Africa, all the families in Europe, all the families in Australia, all the families
in Asia, all the families in North America and all the families in South America, every family
on planet earth, that was, that is and that will be, would be blessed through Abraham. Abraham
had to produce a new kind of family that would become a specimen, a pilot, a channel for every
single family on earth to be blessed. That is what was in God’s eternal purpose.
Exodus 1:1-5 “Now these are the names of the children of Israel, which came into Egypt; every
man and his household came with Jacob. Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, Issachar, Zebulun,

and Benjamin, Dan, and Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. And all the souls that came out of the loins
of Jacob were seventy souls: for Joseph was in Egypt already.”
Numbers 26:1-7 “After the plague the Lord said to Moses and Eleazar son of Aaron, the
priest, “Take a census of the whole Israelite community by families—all those twenty years old
or more who are able to serve in the army of Israel.” So on the plains of Moab by the Jordan
across from Jericho, Moses and Eleazar the priest spoke with them and said, “Take a census
of the men twenty years old or more, as the Lord commanded Moses.” These were the Israelites
who came out of Egypt: The descendants of Reuben, the firstborn son of Israel, were: through
Hanok, the Hanokite clan; through Pallu, the Palluite clan; through Hezron, the Hezronite
clan; through Karmi, the Karmite clan. These were the clans of Reuben; those numbered were
43,730.”
Abraham had many children. Ishmael who was not part of God’s purpose. He had Isaac and
after the death of his wife Sara, he had at least five children with his concubine Keturah. These
children were not in God’s purpose. God chose Isaac, who had two sons. Esau went to produce
a nation called Edom. While God was still laying the foundations to produce a spiritual nation
through Jacob, Esau already had a nation with many kings. Jacob, who decided to stay within
the context of the purposes of God, went to Egypt with his sons and their families. Jacob had
12 sons and each had a family. Reuben the firstborn had Hanok, who had families; he had Pallu,
who had families. Each of the grouping of families was called a clan. The clans of the sons of
Reuben formed the tribe of Reuben.
Numbers 26:12-14 “The descendants of Simeon by their clans were: through Nemuel, the
Nemuelite clan; through Jamin, the Jaminite clan; through Jakin, the Jakinite clan; through
Zerah, the Zerahite clan; through Shaul, the Shaulite clan. These were the clans of Simeon;
those numbered were 22,200.”
Here the Bible gives us the clans from Simeon the son. When we say “the tribe of ….”, it is a
combination of clans. Each of these tribes, the 12 tribes give us what we know as the spiritual
nation of Israel. Isaac was Abraham’s son. Jacob was Abraham’s grandson. The tribes of Israel,
each of them were all biological descendants of Abraham. The relationships that exist from
family to clan, from clan to tribe and from tribe to the spiritual nation of Israel were all organic.
Numbers 26: 2 “Take the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, from twenty
years old and upward, throughout their fathers' house, all that are able to go to war in Israel.”

The nation had become a church (congregation). The nation became the church of Israel. Israel
became a mega church from Abraham. They were counted according to families. In the
sovereign purpose of God, house churches constitute the mega church and not the other way
round. And the counting has to be done according to families, according to house churches. The
families form the house churches. And the nation was the congregation. That is what God
wanted to produce through Abraham.
Genesis 18:18-19 “Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and
all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? For I know him, that he will command his
children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and
judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.”
Abraham would become a mighty congregation and through him, all the nations on earth would
be blessed. The Lord commanded Abraham to gather his children, to gather everyone in his
house to start a church. Abraham had to start a church in his house, before producing the
spiritual nation of Israel. That church should become a training field, a school of knowing and
serving God. The module to be taught there was OBEDIENCE.
In Abraham’s house, there was a church. If the church succeeded, two things will happen:
 Abraham was going to become a great and mighty nation
 Through him all nations on earth will be blessed
The church that Abraham was to start in his house will have a global vision.

World conquest begins from the house church. God will shut down a house church
that is not committed to world conquest. It has no place in God’s eternal purposes!

When people are not committed to house churches, we should weep for them. House churches
are not a strategy of CMFI. House churches are in the very heart of God. If we remove families,
there is no clan. If we remove clans, there is no tribes. If we remove the tribes, there is no nation.
The nation does not give birth to the families.

Families give birth to the nation. The mega church does not give birth to the house
churches. The house churches give birth to the mega church!

We need to correct our hearts. When we go as missionaries, we want our churches
to become big before we think of house churches. It is changing the purposes of God.
We want to proclaim again that, it is the house church that gives birth to the mega church and
not the mega church that gives birth to the house church. When a man goes to the mission’s
field, he and his wife should start a church and stop feeling sorry for themselves. And in the
corruption of their heart they say that the church has not yet started because they are two. They
forget the Word of God.


Pray that we should return to the bible



Pray that we should return to God’s purposes for us

The Lord Jesus says in Matthew 18: 20 “For where two or three gather in my name, there am
I with them.” Jesus is our supreme model. We cannot improve what Jesus has done. I am deeply
troubled. How many couples have told us, that the church has not yet started, because they are
two or with their children. We forget the name of Jesus. We forget the presence of Jesus, where
two or three are gathered. We think that Jesus is only present in the mega churches. There is no
verse, where Jesus says that he is present where 5000 are gathered. Because it begins in the
family, when they are gathered in the living room. Jesus committed himself to be there where
two or three are gathered in his name. If a man and his wife are gathered, Jesus promised to be
there. And if they have a child, that makes 3. Abraham, his wife Sara and Isaac formed a house
church. If Abraham had waited to have a congregation before starting the church, he would
have been of no use for God. The Edomite would have been part of that congregation; the sons
of Keturah would have been part of that congregation. A church of Israelites, Edomite,
Ishmaelite, Sons of Keturah  A mega church of mixtures. And from there, you have foreign
women, foreign men, crooks. Muslims from Ishmael are in the church. The Edomite, idols
worshippers in the church. The sons of Keturah would bring foreign spirits. God would not
have had a spiritual congregation.
Genesis 14:8-14 “Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king
of Zeboyim and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) marched out and drew up their battle lines in
the Valley of Siddim against Kedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goyim, Amraphel king
of Shinar and Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings against five. Now the Valley of Siddim was
full of tar pits, and when the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some of the men fell into them
and the rest fled to the hills. The four kings seized all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and
all their food; then they went away. They also carried off Abram’s nephew Lot and his

possessions, since he was living in Sodom. A man who had escaped came and reported this to
Abram the Hebrew. Now Abram was living near the great trees of Mamre the Amorite, a brother
of Eshkol and Aner, all of whom were allied with Abram. When Abram heard that his relative
had been taken captive, he called out the 318 trained men born in his household and went in
pursuit as far as Dan.”
Genesis 14:16 “He recovered all the goods and brought back his relative Lot and his
possessions, together with the women and the other people.”
When God called Abraham in Genesis 12, he took his wife and took his nephew. Then they
separated. Later, Abraham heard that his nephew was taken captive. When Abraham heard the
news, he knew that he had to go to war. He did not pick up the phone to call for foreign help.
He called the 318 men who were:
 Trained in his house
 Born in his house
That is what is called a successful house church. As God used Abraham, God can use any of us
on three conditions. As God used brother Zach, God can use any of us.
Genesis 15:1-6 “After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying,
Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. And Abram said, Lord God,
what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of
Damascus? And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my
house is mine heir. And, behold, the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, This shall not be
thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. And he
brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able
to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. And he believed in the Lord; and
he counted it to him for righteousness.”
Genesis 17:7,9 “And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee
in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after
thee. And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed
after thee in their generations.”

How can a person become part of what God decided to do through Abraham?
It is something that we taught when we started the European SKSG in Paris. We took
time to teach on what our ministry is. The Lord told to Abraham, if you want numbers, look at
the stars (spiritual children), that is how your children will be. The bible says that Abraham
believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness. In order to get plugged into this
promise of Abraham, we must believe God.
God had promised in verse 7 that he will be Abraham’s God and the God of Abraham’s
descendants. He will establish the covenant for Abraham and his descendants.

What is this covenant?
Genesis 17:1-2 “And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared
to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. And
I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly.”
It is to this covenant that you and I must engage in to. This covenant is the distinct relationship
between God and Abraham. For as long as Abraham will walk before God and be blameless,
God had promised to do two things:
 He will keep his covenant
 He will multiply Abraham exceedingly
If I start a house church, I must decide that


I will walk blamelessly before God.



I will believe God, I will have faith.

Then the house church will grow and become a congregation.

In Genesis 1:28, the Lord blessed man to be fruitful, he blessed man to increase in number, he
blessed man, he blessed man to fill the earth, he blessed man to subdue the earth and he blessed
man to have dominion. We talked about the tower of Babel in the last session.
Genesis 11:4 “Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches
to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over
the face of the whole earth.”

God had two problems with the tower of babel:
1. The people said “Let us make a name for ourselves”
2. They said “Let us not scatter over the face of the whole earth”
In the purposes of God, man had to be fruitful, increase in number and fill the earth. As a result
of filling the earth, man was to have dominion. But in Babel, they decided that they will not fill
the earth.
Genesis 11:8-9 “So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped
building the city. That is why it was called Babel—because there the Lord confused the
language of the whole world. From there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole
earth.”
So when God came down, he had to restore man to his original purpose. And God decided to
confuse their language and scatter them over the whole earth. One of the consequences of
bringing man to his original purpose was the confusion of language. God wanted man to impose
his authority over all the face of the earth. Imagine a street that has 10 houses and among them
five have house churches  that is dominion. About the congregation of Israel, the Lord told
Israel, when you get to the promised land, three tribes will occupy the north, three tribes will
occupy the south, three tribes will occupy the east and three tribes will occupy the west. This
was for dominion. That is how God works. When there is dominion, God’s name is hallowed;
God’s will is imposed on planet earth.

CASE STUDY: THE MODEL OF JESUS
Matthew 4:8-10 “Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world and their splendour. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow
down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship
the Lord your God, and serve him only.’”
Jesus had to start his ministry. He had a 40 days fast. At the end of the 40 days, Jesus went
through three temptations. In the third temptation, the devil took him to a very high mountain.
In a place where Jesus Christ will have a clear view of things, so that Jesus would not be
confused. So that Jesus would have to make his choices according to what he would see. Satan
showed him the splendour of the kingdoms, the mega buildings, the best cars, the best
aeroplanes, and the best of everything that the world could offer. Satan was saying to Jesus,
having many churches will not be a problem. Having many cars as the greatest evangelist would

not be a problem. Having a mega bank account would not be a problem. To have a mega church
would not be a problem. People will flow from the north to the south to come to your church
and you will be worshipped. What name do you want to be called? Archbishop? Bishop?
Apostle Prophet Evangelist Jesus? Satan was offering Jesus the splendour and glory of a name
after He has a mega church on earth.
God will give us numbers. But those numbers will come for the glory of God.
Numbers are for God. If we have selfish motives for wanting numbers, we shall create
problems for ourselves. That is one of the reasons why many have problems with house
churches, because the numbers are few. Jesus told Satan “I reject your offer.” If Jesus accepted
them, he would have compromised his standards, his ministry. As we grow, we must be careful
with the dangers of numbers, the dangers of names, the dangers of possessions, of structures.
We must protect our hearts from the glory and from the splendour that the world offers. Jesus
Christ said “No, Away from me Satan!”
Towards the end of Jesus’s ministry on earth, Jesus Christ decided to leave behind him a house
church. He wanted to set the standard.
Mark 14:12-16 “On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary
to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go and
make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” So he sent two of his disciples, telling them,
“Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him. Say to the owner
of the house he enters, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, where I may eat the
Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready.
Make preparations for us there.” The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as
Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover.”

How did Jesus acquire the house for the house church?
He told Peter and John, go to into the city, they will see a man carrying a jar of water. May be
it was a servant. They were to follow him and enter into the house where he enters. They should
then tell the owner of that house, “the master, the Lord, the king needs this house”. He said,
“where is the room where I shall eat the Passover with my disciples?” Jesus needed a house;
He needed a room for the breaking of bread, to eat with this disciples. This is where the disciples
learned what they practised in Acts 2.

There are many people who want us to beg them to start churches in their homes.
Jesus said, “He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready.” Before
Jesus sent the disciples, the owner had already prepared the upper room. Some people want us
to tell them “Brother, since you are in the church for 3 years, you are faithful; the pastor thinks
that since we are going to start house churches, we could use your house to start the house
church.” That people want us to beg them to start house churches in their house, it is stupidity,
foolishness and arrogance.

The house church in your house is like the arch of God coming into your house. It is
Jesus Christ stepping foot in your house. You are supposed to beg us to come and start
the church in your house, from the first day you believe and join the church. Jesus said to Peter
and John “Go and tell him, the master needs his house.” And the man was ready, the upper
room was ready. That is how Jesus acquired the house, because He is Lord. I hope that after
this meeting, you will get your house ready for the house church. We are coming; We are going
to spread. House churches spread more than mega churches. If there is a church in every house,
there is one mega church in one part of the city. The house churches will impose dominion.
What were the activities of Jesus’s house church?
1. He broke bread with this disciples
2. They ate together.
3. They sang hymns “When they had sung hymns, they went out to the Mount of Olives.”
(Mark 14:26)
For those of us who want to bring the mega church in the homes, we bring the guitars, the
drums. And by the time we are praising, we disturb the neighbours with noise. You do not do
noise in house churches. You sing hymns.
If we want to study what Jesus did in the house church, we must study John 13, 14, 15, 16, 17.
Because all what is described in these chapters took place in the upper room.
It is in the upper room that Jesus removed his garment and washed the feet of his
apostles. In the house church, the pastor teaches the peoples that he is the servant and
not the boss. Jesus did not teach the disciples by talking, but by acting, by washing his
feet.

It was at the house church, in the upper room, that Jesus exposed his traitor, Judas
Iscariot. In the house church, traitors cannot hide.
It is at the house church, in the upper room, that Jesus warned Peter that he will betray
him. Because family is the place where you disclose family secrets.
It is at the house church, in the upper room, that Jesus comforted the disciples. “Do not
let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[a]; believe also in me. My Father’s
house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there
to prepare a place for you?” (John 14:1-2)
It is at the house church, in the upper room, that the disciples could not hide their
ignorance when they said “show us the father”.
It is at the house church, in the upper room, that Jesus taught the secrets of fruitfulness
in John 15.
It is at the house church, in the upper room, that Jesus gave account to his father about
his work on earth in John 17.
After the death of Jesus, the disciples transformed that house into their home.
When Jesus resurrected from the dead in Acts 1, it was in that house that Jesus taught
the disciples for 40 days.
It was in that house that the disciples made their first prayer siege, waiting for Pentecost.
It was in that room that Pentecost took place.
It was from that house church that Jesus planted, that the first multinational missionary
church in the new Testament was started in Acts 2.
It was in that house that Jesus gave world conquest “Go and make disciples of all
nations.”
It was in that house, that when Peter was arrested, that the disciples met to pray until
Peter was released.
It was in that house that the disciples prayed until the buildings shook.
That house became the house that welcomed believers from Galilee.
If we sit down to examine the impact of the house church that Jesus planted, we will realise the
global implications. That day, when this man was giving the upper room to Jesus, did Jesus
made good use of it? When you give us your house for a house church, please do not pray for
the day we shall leave. Because we come to stay. That upper room became a place where the
apostles met to pray, for refugees believers. A place of hospitality. A place of prayer, everything
to advance the kingdom of God. A place where Jesus communicated world conquest. From that

upper room you and I are Christians today. Let us start our own upper rooms so that people
from different parts of the world will also remember us and praise God.
There are other house churches mentioned in the bible.
1. Home of Priscilla and Aquila, a couple with a global vision
2. Philemon’s house
3. Lydia’s house
4. Nympha’s house  where Paul preached until Eutychus felt from the window, died and
Paul brought him back to life. It was the house of Nympha, a single woman.

If at the local level we study all these house churches, it will help us to understand a bit more
about God’s purposes for the house church. From the last message and from today, there are
details that we need to confront. As we move along, God will guide us.

